PRICEAATERHOUSE(QOPERS

PricewaterhouseCoopers
ABN 52 780 433 757

Freshwater Place
2 Southbank Boulevard
SOUTHBANK VIC 3006

The Chairman GPO Box 1331
Auditing and Assurance Standards Board MELBOURNE VIC 3001
PO Box 204 DX 77

Telephone 61 3 8603 1000

Collins Street West Facsimile 61 3 8603 1999

Melbourne VIC 8007 Direct Phone 03 8603 3649
e-mail: edcomments@auasb.gov.au WWW.pwc.com/au
21 May 2010

Dear Ms Kelsall,

Comments on Exposure Draft ED 01/10 Proposed Standard on Assurance Engagements
ASAE 3402 Assurance Reports on Controls at a Service Organisation

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the above mentioned Exposure Draft and to
contribute to the continued improvement of the Australian Standards on Assurance Engagements.

We have one comment on the Exposure Draft regarding the scope of this Standard on Assurance
Engagements.

Per paragraph 3 of the Exposure Draft, the scope of ASAE 3402 ‘applies only when the service
organisation is responsible for, or otherwise able to make an assertion about, the suitable design of
controls as they relate to financial reporting’. An emerging area in third party assurance is the
requirement for a service auditor’s report on controls that are not related to financial reporting, for
example, controls a third party may apply over performance data or the collection and reporting of
carbon data. We believe that by excluding controls that do not relate to financial reporting, there
could be a missed opportunity to capture such engagements under this Standard. We would
recommend expanding the scope of ASAE 3402, to include controls not related to financial
reporting, or by offering an alternative standard for engagements of this nature.

We would be pleased to discuss our comments with you. Please contact Nicola Moran on (03)
8603 2330 or myself on (03) 8603 3649 should you require any further information.

Yours sincerely

Bill Edge
Partner
OneFirm Risk&Quality Leader

PricewaterhouseCoopers is committed to providing our clients with the very best service. We
would appreciate your feedback or suggestions for improvement. You can provide this feedback
by talking to your engagement partner, calling us within Australia on 1300 792 111 or visiting our
website http://www.pwcfeedback.com.au/
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